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Cocagne, October 18, 1846, Correspondence Dollard-651, Archives of the 
Diocese of Saint John. 
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Ibid.,p.ll4. 
Much more research is required regarding women petitioning in the late 
18th andlgthcenturyin New Brunswick.Theinformationpresented hereis 
incomplete. 
Rell n. 6R. - . .-, - - 

Ibid., pp. 137.142. 
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aid. 
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from Deline Pelletier. 
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more details on the Quebec experience. 
The Feminist Papers, ed. Alice S. Rossi (Toronto, 1973), p. 419. 
Catherine L. Cleverdon as  cited in Micheline Dumont, et al, p. 150. 
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America exercised the franchise after 1840 (example in Nova Scotia) andin 
New Brunswick, in particular, not after 1837, Garner, pp. 155-157. Micheline 
Dumont et al., p. 150. Reports, 1870, p.107. 
See Brent, 362,367 for notes on JohnStuart Mill's attempt at  enfranchising 
women in 1867. Also see The Feminist Papers, pp. 183-196 for more 
discussion on Mill, especially regarding his wife's Hamet  Taylor Mill's 
large contribution to his work. 
Flexner. p. 173. 
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renounced plural marriages. 
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Synoptic,l889, p.65; speaker: Emmerson 
Ibid., 1894, p. 163: speaker: Stockton. 
Ibid., p. 158; speaker: Herman H. Pitts. 
Flexner, pp. 142-149. 
On occasion, disparaging remarks were also made of Blacks. For example, 
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Ibid., 1894, p. 163: speaker: Stockton. 
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disapproval" The Feminist Papers, p.39. But "by 1889, when Susan 
Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton [leading American suffragists] 
published the first volumes of the History of Woman Suffrage, Mary 
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Journals, 1886, p. 79; cited from a petition sent from women of Saint 
Steohen. 
cleverdon, p. 178. 
"An Act to extend the Franchise to Widows and unmarried Women in 
Municipal Elections", Acts G.A., 1886, p. 285. 
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Ibid.,p.65; speaker: Emmerson. A comma has been added after "want". 
Clarke, p. 132. 
Synoptic, 1889, p. 71; speaker: William Wilson. 
Ibid. Note: "man" was used when Wilson was referring to manhood 
suffrage. 
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Ibid., 1894, p. 159; speaker: Blair. 
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not one of justice", Synoptic, 1895, p. 93. 
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Ibid. 
Ibid. 
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John Edward Belliveau, Running Far In: The Story of Shediac 
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Ibid. 
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Clarke, D. 117. 
Ibid. 
Synoptic, 1889, p. 99; speaker: Ritchie. 
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See Clarke, pp. 14-23 for an  in-depth discussion of working women in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
However, a woman had little real choice in the typeof work she could 
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all but the most defiant woman's choices. And, it was socially 
acceptable that she work only if she were forced to because she was 
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straits. 
Smoptic,l889, p. 96; speaker: Alward. 
Ibid., p.71; speaker: Wilson. 
Ibid., 1899, p. 64; speaker: Emmerson. 
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Stewart graduated from the same institution in 1882, becoming the 
first woman in Canada to graduate with a Bachelor of Arts degree. 
Linda Squiers Hansen, Those Certain Women (Fredericton, 1982). pp. 
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parent body (Dominion Women's Enfranchisement Association) in 
1896, becoming the New Brunswick branch of the Women's 
Enfranchisement Association of Canada. 
Cleverdon, p. 179. 
Clarke, p. 156. 
Ibid., p.43. 
Ibid., u.41. 
Ibid., b. 42. 
Ibid., p. 39. The other male member of the W.E.A. was Rahhi Samuel 
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The Graue Papers, 1 ,88  and 7, part 2, 51. 
Clarke, p.91. 
Zbid, p.93. 
Ibid., p.50. 
Ibid., p. 92 
Ibid. 
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Ibid., pp. 80.2 for tensions between W.E.A. andtheLocal Council of Women. 
Also see Cleverdon, p. 181 for note on the W.C.T.U.'s rebuff of the W.E.A. 
Ibid., p. 183. 
Ibid. 
Zbid., pp. 180, 183. 
See Clarke, pp. 50-62 for her discussion of the real possibilities for leisure 
time that  the W.E.A.'s members had. She found that  although half of the 
club's membership was of the upper class with the financial resources to 
hire household help, half of the membership was middle class women, who, 
for the most part, had not the financial resources either to hire such help or 
to buy the newlymarketed household appliances like vacuum cleaners. 
These members' time was still largely consumed by the running of their 
households in long hours of baking and preserving, of cleaning, washing 
and sewing, and seeing to the replenishment of householdneeds. Anumber 
of the members were also single women with jahs; they obviously had little 
leisure time after a day's workand anevening ofhousehold chores. The fact 
that  these women with anlv limited leisure time had chosen to use it to 
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"You might as well attempt to dam Niagara as  to 
stop this agitation." 

An 1899 Saint John politician. 

The agitation for women's legal and political rights i n  New 
Brunswick, still with us today, began hundreds ofyears ago. 
We, the  undersigned gives part of the untold history of the 
province's female founders, of 200 years of challenges to the 
laws and accepted ideas about women. 

Hundreds of petitions, some signed by over 10,000 New 
Brunswickers in the 1890s, are evidence that  women's rights 
have a lively history. The right to vote was a key issue that  
took 50 years of efforts, but it was only one of many battlesin 
women's history. In  1905 Mabel French passed her law 
exams but was rejected a s  a lawyer because she was not a 
person. Martha Hamm Lewis wore a veil to train as  New 
Brunswick's first female teacher. Marichette wrote her lively 
essays on women's rights in a newspsper adamantly 
opposed to women's vote years after it was won. 
Discriminatory laws based on the notion of women as  
property survived until the 1980's. 

The ongoing struggle to gain equal rights for women already 
has a long history of progress. We, the undersigned 
documents some of the early issues and actors in women's 
history in New Brunswick. 
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