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and for limiting the duration of Assembliesin this Provinee”, as reproduced
in The Acts of the General Assembly of New Brunswick, 1824, pp. 221-236.
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the House of Assembly of the Provinee of New Brunswick for the Session of

—128—



19.

20.

21,

22.
23.

24.
25.

26,
27

28,

29.

30.
31

32,

33.

34.

36.
317.
38.
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women’s influence in other jurisdictions also suggest that it may indeed
have been significant. See Gerda Lerner, “New Approaches to the Study of
Women in American History”, Journal of Social History, 3 (1969-70, 61,
The first Acadian was not to be elected to the House of Assembly until 1846
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Ibid.,p.114.

Much more research is required regarding women petitioning in the late
18th and 19th century in New Brunswick. The information presented hereis
incomplete.

Bell, p. 58.

Ibid., pp. 137142,

For example: granting of land to widows Boullet and Giroux, among others,
Caraquet, 1787, 1.87-3, C.E.A,; granting ofland to Marie Marguerite Daigle,
among others, St-Basile, Madawaska, 1791, 1.87-3, C.E.A.; request for land
at Bouctouche from Anne Léger and other men, 1794,Al-1-6, C.E.A.; request
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for land at Kouchibouquac from Anne Bastarache, widow of Jean
Babineau, 1799, Al-4-4, C.E.A; request for land at Haute-Aboujagane from,
among others, Marie Bourgeois, widow of Joseph Bourgeois, 1815, Al-4-
4,C.E.A. More research is required to determine the relative numbers of
francophone and anglophone women who petitioned for land during the
early history of the province and how many of their requests were heeded.
Petition of Phebe McMonagle, 1808. Read July 15, 1808 and referred to the
Committee of Supply. Granted. Public Archives of New Brunswick
(henceforth P.A.N.R.), §19-P5.

See examples of petitions from widows of old soldiers of the Revolutionary
War in “An Act to appropriate a part of the Public Revenue for the services
therein mentioned”, Acts of the General Assembly of Her Majesty's
Prouvince of New Brunswick (henceforth: Acts G.A.)(Fredericton, 1855). See
p. 77 for an examptle of a daughter of such a widow petitioning for financial
aid.

MacNaughton, p. 89.

Ibid.

Alison Prentice, “The Feminization of Teaching”, The Negiected Majority:
Essays in Canadian Women’s History, ed. Susan Mann Trofimenkoff and
Alison Prentice (Toronto, 1977), pp.49-65.

For examples see section of petitions in the index of the Journals of the
House of Assembly of the Province of New Brunswick (henceforth
Journals), 1854, p.xiv, for the petitions for teacher’s salary of Elizabeth
Doiron and Henriette Doiron, and p. x! for the petition for teacher’s salary
from Deline Pelletier.

Spray, Appendix X1.

See the petitions calling for prohibition in Journals, 1854, e.g. pp. xliv, lviii.
The petitioners wanted “to prevent the importation, manufacture and sale
of all intoxicating liguors in this province”(as stated in the petition of Lydia
Porter and sixty other female inhabitants of Queens County, Journals,
1854, p. xlix). The Acadian counties would staunchly remain “wet
counties”; however, the prohibition lobby from female and male
temperance groups in the southern counties was so strong that laws against
the sale of liguer were enacted in 1853 and again in 1856, See MacNutt, pp.
350-1, 358-361. Neither of the prchibition laws was long lived.

Recall that class, education, language, geography, and religion were all
factors which acted either to restrict or encourage the expression of
women’s political voice, limited as it was, The relative importance and
interaction of these factors require further analysis.

“An Act to improve the Law relating to the Election of Representatives to
serve in the General Assembly”, as reproduced in Acts G.A., 1845, p.138.
Eleanor Flexner, Century of Struggle: The Women’s Rights Movement in
the United States (Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1968}, p. 164.

Ibid.

Brent, 360.

See Garner, p. 155 for dates and discussion of colonies which restricted
voting rights to males and Micheline Dumont et al,, ' Histoire des femmes
au Québec depuis quatre sideles(Montreal, 1982), pp. 125-128, 149-150 for
more details on the Quebec experience.

The Feminist Papers, ed. Alice S. Rossi (Toronto, 1973), p. 419.
Catherine L. Cleverdon as cited in Micheline Dumont, et al, p. 150.
Records have not been uncovered to indicate that women in British North
America exercised the franchise after 1840 (example in Nova Scotia) andin
New Brunswick, in particular, not after 1837, Garner, pp. 155-157. Micheline
Dumont et al., p. 150. Reports, 1870, p.107.

See Brent, 362, 367 for notes on John Stuart Mill’s attempt at enfranchising
women in 1867. Alsc see The Feminist Papers, pp. 183-196 for more
discussion on Mill, especially regarding his wife's Harriet Taylor Mill's
large contribution to his work.

Flexner, p. 173.
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Ibid.,p. 163. Flexner notes that the right to vote was removed from Utah
women in 1887 when Congress retaliated against plural marriages among
Mormons in Utah, disenfranchising women but not men for the crime. Utah
wormen were to regain the right to vote in 1896 when the Mormon Church
renounced plural marriages.

Reports, 1870, p. 107; speaker: Needham.

Ibid.

Ibid.; speaker: George E. King.

1bid.; speaker; George W. White.

Synoptic, 1917, p. 157, speaker: David W. Mersereau.

Reports, 1870, p. 107; speaker: John A. Beckwith.

Ibid.; speaker: Angus McQueen.

Ibid.; speaker: King.

Ibid.; speaker: Needham.

Ihid.

Ibid.; p.108; speaker: King.

Tbid.; p. 107; speaker: Needham.

Ibid.;speaker. White

New Brunswick waited until 1934 to allow women to hold public office, 15
vears after granting women the provincial franchise.

The asterisks indicate where the wording has been altered for easier
reading. The original phrasing is: “I can see no contingencies in giving the
vote to educated women the least comparable to the danger in increasing
the influence of the ignorant mob over the legislature of the country”. See
“LETTER 69", dated December 8, 1868, in Canada Home:Juliana Horatia
Ewing’s Fredericton Letters 1867-1869, eds. Margaret Howard Blom and
Thomas E. Blom (Vancouver, 1983} p. 240.

Reports, 1870, p. 107; speaker: Needham.

Synoptic,1889, p.65; speaker: Emmerson

Ibid., 1894, p. 163; speaker: Stockton,

Ibid., p. 158; speaker: Herman H. Pitts.

Flexner, pp. 142-149,

On occasion, disparaging remarks were also made of Blacks. For example,
while quibbling over a minor point in the manhood suffrage argument
Premier Blair accused his opponent of “seeing a number of negroes in the
woodpile”, Synoptic, 1889, p. 64. In the same session, suffragist Silas
Alward, arguing for women’s suffrage in New Brunswick, asked, “Shall we
say that the former negro slaves are more competent to exercise the
franchise than the intelligent refined women of our country?”, p. 96.
Ibid., 1894, p. 163; speaker: Stockton.

Synoptic, 1895, p. 95; speaker: Emmerson.

Ibid., pp. 95-6.

Mary Wollstonecraft’s work was not widely known by mid-19th century
American feminists and the few who were aware of it “were uniform in their
disapproval”. The Feminist Papers, p.39. But “by 1889, when Susan
Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton [leading American suffragists]
published the first volumes of the History of Woman Suffrage, Mary
Wollstonecraft’s name stood first in the list of earlier feminists to whom the
suffrage history was dedicated”. Ihid.,p. 40, Few women in Quebec were
aware of Wollstonecraft's work in the early part of the 19th century.
Micheline Dumont et al., p. 128. It has yet to be established whether New
Brunswick women had been initiated to Wollstonecraft's work, perhaps
during travels through the north-eastern United States, especially to
Boston or New York. Also see The Feminist Papers, p. 183 for discussion of
American suffragists’ use of John Stuart Mill's The Subjection of Women.
In 1895, antisuffragist Henry A. Powell dismissed John Stuart Mill, as an
atheist and Mary Wollstonecraft as a free love advocate. Mary Eileen
Clarke, “The Saint John Women’s Enfranchisement Association 1894-
1919” (unpublished M. A. thesis, University of New Brunswick, 1979), p.137.
In 1886, William Pugsley referred favorably to the suffrage lobbies of John
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Stuart Mill's (step) daughter, Helen. Synoptic, 1886, p.22. Members also
recalled how Mill's 1867 women's enfranchisement amendment was
defeated. For example, Synoptic, 1889, p. 90; speaker: Blair.

Clarke, p. 84; Catherine L. Cleverdon, The Woman Suffrage Movement in
Canadea (Toronto, 1974), pp. 178-8.

Clarke, p. 65.

Ibid.

Ibid., pp. 65, 124,

Ibid.

Cleverdon, p. 178.

Journals, 1886, p. 79; cited from a petition sent from women of Saint
Stephen.

Cleverdon, p. 178.

“An Act to extend the Franchise to Widows and unmarried Women in
Municipal Elections”, Acts G.A., 1886, p. 285.

Journals, 1886, p.21.

Cleverdon, p. 178.

Proof of this cannot be found in the Journais of 1887. However, Killam
refers to the W.C.T.U. petitions of 1887 while speaking in the house in 1894
(p-150). See also Clarke, p.66.

Ibid.

Recall that the bill also disenfranchised “‘lunatics, prisoners, paupers and
Indians,” Legislative Library, Elections in New Brunswick, p. 13.
Synoptic, 1889, p.42; speaker: Joseph L. Black.

Ibid.,p.65; speaker: Emmerson. A comma has been added after “want”.
Clarke, p. 132.

Synoptic, 1889, p. 71; speaker: William Wilson.

Ibid. Note: “man” was used when Wilson was referring to manhood
suffrage.

Ibid., 1895, p. 96; speaker: Emmerson.

Ibid., 1889, p. 94; speaker: Emmerson.

Ihid., 1895, p. 96, speaker: Emmerson. In this quetation the word “adheres™
is used. However, in the reproduction of this debatein The Daily Telegraph,
Saint John, February 27, 1895 “inheres” is used, which is probably the word
intended.

Ibid., 1917, p. 82; speaker: William F. Roberts,

Ibid., 1913, p. 26: speaker: Leonard P.D. Tilley.

Ibid., 1909, p. 187, speaker: J.W. Baker.

Ibid., 1899, p. 64; speaker: Emmerson

Ibid., 1889, p. 91: speaker: Blair,

Ibid., 1894, p. 159; speaker: Blair,

Ibid., 1899, p. 66; speaker: William Pugsley.

Clarke, p. 127.

Synoptic, 1895, p. 98; speaker; Pitts.

Ibid.

Clarke, p. 128

Ibid.

Ibid.

Synoptic, 1895 p. 101; speaker: Henry A. Powell,

Ibid., 1899, p.66; speaker: George Robertson. See also Synoptic, 1895,

p. 101 when anti-suffragist Powell referred to Edith Archibald’s
suffrage brief. Archibald was president of the W.C.T.U. of the
Maritime Provinces. She had submitted a brief affirming that
“women did not want to go begging: that they wanted to become
citizens with all their rights and responsibilities”. Powell declared

that he did not believe Archibald’s assertions.

Blair, for instance, insisted that the women’s suffrage “question is

not one of justice”, Synoptic, 1895, p. 93.

Ibid., 1894, p. 159; speaker: William T. Howe.

Ibid.,1899, p.65; speaker: James E. Porter.
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Synoptic,1889, p.88; speaker: Stockton.

Clarke, p. 114.

Ibid., for examples, see Synoptic, 1895, p. 95; speaker: Blair, and
Synoptic, 1894, p. 160; speaker; George F. Hiil,

Ibid., 1895, p.95; speaker: Blair.

For example, Synoptic, 1889, p. 92; speaker: Blair.

Ibid., p.9%; speaker: Robert J. Ritchie.

Ibid.

Ibid., p. 92; speaker: Blair.

Ibid., 1917, p. 159; speaker: Jean G. Robichaud.

Ibid., 1894, p. 162; speaker: Powell.

Ibid., 1889, p. 92; speaker: Blair.

Ibid.,pp. 98-99; speaker: Ritchie.

Ibid., 1894, p. 162; speaker: Powell.

Ihid.

Ihid.

One exception was William Currie, who suggested that men must
realize their responsibility to the home and be willing to share inits
protection. Synoptie, 1909, p. 187.

Ibid., 1889, p. 69; speaker: David R. Moore.

Ibid., p. B9; speaker: Wilson,

Ibid., 1917, p. 83; speaker: Roberts.

Thid., 1908, p. 185; speaker: Alphonse Sormany.

Clarke, p. 119.

Ibid.

Ibid,

Ibid.

Garner, p.59.

Clarke, p. 119.

John Edward Belliveau, Running Far In: The Story of Shediac
{Windsor, Nova Scotia, 1977) p. 117.

Ibid.

Synoptic, 1889, p. 97; speaker: Marcus C. Atkinson.

Ibid., 1917, p. 159; speaker: Pierre J. Veniot.

Ibid., 1909, p. 187; speaker: Baker.

Ibid., 1894, p. 162; speaker: Powell.

Ibid., 1889, p. 65; speaker: Emmerson. See also Synoptic, 1889, p. 65,
gspeaker: Emmerson; and p. 104, speaker: Stockton.

Ibid., p. 160; Speaker: Hill.

Clarke, p. 117.

Ibid. :

Synoptic, 1889, p. 99; speaker: Ritchie.

Ibid., p. 101; speaker: White.

Ibid., p. 98; speaker: Ritchie.

Ibid., 1917, p. 83; speaker: Roberis.

Ibid., 1889, p.91; speaker: Blair. The question mark has been replaced after
gquotation marks.

Ibid., p. 99; speaker: Ritchie.

Ibid., p. 98; speaker: Stockton.

Ibid., 1894, p. 158; speaker: Pitts.

Ihid., 1889, p. 94; speaker: Emmerson.

Ibid., 1917, p. 83; speaker: Roberts. A comma has been added after
“politics’” in the last sentence.

Ibid., p.82.

These women would have been from the poorer class, especially
women alone (never married, deserted, widowed) or single female
heads of families. Their options were mainly restricted to domestic
and cleaning work, teaching or caring for children in private homes,
and, for a few in extreme circumstances,prostitution. A few women
became midwives. As the province developed, becoming a nun
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204,

became a real possibility for Roman Catholic and Anglican women.
See also Sheva Medjuck, “Wooden Ships and Iron People: The Lives
of the People of Moncton, New Brunswick 1851 to 18717 (PhD thesis,
York University, 1978), pp. 137-138 for work patterns of Moncton
women between 1851 and 1871.

See Clarke, pp. 14-23 for an in-depth discussion of working women in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

However, a woman had little real choice in the type of work she could
do cutside the home. Societal beliefs about woman’s place restricted
all but the most defiant woman’s choices. And, it was socially
acceptable that she work only if she were forced to because she was
alane or supporting her family, and because she was poor or in dire
straits.

Synoptic,1889, p. 96; speaker: Alward.

Ibid., p.71; speaker: Wilson.

Ibid., 1899, p. 64; speaker: Emmerson.

John G. Reid, The Mount Allison Ladies’ College {Sackville, 1984),
p.1. See also Reid’s “The Education of Women at Mount Allison, 15854-
19147, Acadiensis, 12, 2 (1983), 3-33, for a detailed discussion of
women’s education at that institution. Note that the first woman to
receive a bachelor’s degree in the British Empire was Grace Annie
Lockhart who graduated from Mount Allison College with the degree
of Bachelor of Science and English Literature in 1875, Harriet Starr
Stewart graduated from the same institution in 1882, becoming the
first woman in Canada to graduate with a Bachelor of Arts degree.
Linda Squiers Hansen, Those Certain Women (Fredericton, 1982), pp.
2.3. See also The Letters of James and Ellen Robb, ed. Alfred
(Goldsworthy Bailey (Fredericton, 1983), pp. 3, 26, 28. Note that Mary
Tibbits and Florence Caie were the first women to graduate from the
University of New Brunswick, doing so in 1889.

Synoptic, 1889, pp. 65-66; speaker: Emmerson.

Ibid., 1894, p. 159; speaker: James Russell.

Ibid., 1889, p. 89; speaker: Wilson.

Ibid., p. 90; speaker: Blair.

Ibid., p. 99; speaker: Ritchie,

Ibid., p. 92; speaker: Blair,

Alfred Tennyson, “The Princess”, Victorian People and Ideas, ed.
Richard D. Altick (New York, 1973}, p.53.

Synoptic, 1909, p. 185; speaker: Sormany.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid., 1889, p. 96; speaker: Alward.

Ibid., p. 92; speaker: Blair,

Ibid., speaker: Stockton.

Ibid., speaker: Blair,

Ibid., p. 88; Stockton refers to “the scene presented in the gallery and
on the floor of this house tonight to find a sufficient refutation tothat
objection...that Iadies had no interest in this matter [suffrage] and
were not asking for this legislation”.

Journafs, 1891, p. xxvii.

Ibid., 1892, p.xxix.

Synoptic, 1894, p. 157; speaker: Stockton.

Journals, 1885, pp. xxix, xxx, 20.

Synoptic, 1894, p. 159; speaker: Blair.

Ibid., 1895, p. 94; speaker: Blair.

Ibid., 1917, pp. 159-60; speaker: Veniot.

Ibid., 1888, p.88: speaker: Stockton.

Ibid., 1895, p. 103; see Phinney's comments regarding intoxicated
men at the polls.

Clarke, pp. 63-64. The suffrage club formally affiliated with the
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230.
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233.

parent body (Dominion Women’s Enfranchisement Association} in
1896, becoming the New Brunswick branch of the Women's
Enfranchisement Association of Canada.

Cleverdon, p. 179,

Clarke, p. 156.

Ibid., p.43.

Ibid., p41.

Ibid., p. 42

Ibid., p. 39. The other male member of the W.E.A. was Rabbi Samuel
Rabinowitz.

The Grave Papers, 1, 88 and 7, part 2, 51.

Clarke, p.91,

Ibid., p.93.

Ibid., p.bO0.

Ibid., p. 92

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid., pp. 802 for tensions between W.E.A. and the Local Council of Women.
Also see Cleverdon, p. 181 for note on the W.C.T.U.’s rebuff of the W.E.A.
Ibid., p. 183

Ibid.

Ibid., pp. 180, 183.

See Clarke, pp. 50-62 for her discussion of the real possibilities for leisure
time that the W.E A 's members had. She found that although half of the
club’s membership was of the upper class with the financial resources to
hire household help, half of the membership was middle class women, who,
for the most part, had not the financial resources either to hire such help or
to buy the newly-marketed household appliances like vacuum cleaners.
These members’ time was still largely consumed by the running of their
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“You might as well attempt to dam Niagara as to
stop this agitation.”

An 1899 Saint John politician.

The agitation for women’s legal and political rights in New
Brunswick, still with us today, began hundreds of years ago.
We, the undersigned gives part of the untold history of the
province’s female founders, of 200 years of challenges to the
laws and accepted ideas about women.

Hundreds of petitions, some signed by over 10,000 New
Brunswickers in the 1890s, are evidence that women’s rights
have a lively history. The right to vote was a key issue that
took B0 vears of efforts, but it was only one of many battlesin
women’s history. In 1905 Mabel French passed her law
exams but was rejected as a lawyer because she was not a
person. Martha Hamm Lewis wore a veil to train as New
Brunswick’s first female teacher. Marichette wrote her lively
essays on women’s rights in a newspsper adamantly
opposed to women's vote years after it was won.
Discriminatory laws based on the notion of women as
property survived until the 1980’s.

The ongoing struggle to gain equal rights for women already
has a long history of progress. We, the undersigned
documents some of the early issues and actors in women’s
history in New Brunswick.

Elspeth Tulloch is a researcher on women’s issues and the
author of a number of reports for the New Brunswick
Advisory Council on the Status of Women. A native of
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, she has studied languages and
Canadian literature at the University of Saskatchewan, the
Université de Moncton and the Université de Sherbrooke
and has taught English at the Université de Moncton.






